Mission Statement

Blue Mountain Christian University is an institution of higher learning that assists students in developing
intellectual integrity, academic excellence, civility, and character.

Identity Statement

Founded in 1873 as a Christian liberal arts college and affiliated since 1920 with the Mississippi Baptist
Convention, the University recruits undergraduate and graduate students who are committed to
scholarship, servant leadership, and service in church and community. The student-centered campus
exhibits a climate of personal attention, respect, inclusion, and high expectations in all modes of
delivery. Students are guided to reach their God-given potential with the leadership of professionals
who share the common bond of Christian faith and who are committed to excellence.

Expanded Statement of Purpose

The purpose of Blue Mountain Christian University is to prepare students for graduate school, the job
market, and a more fulfilled life. Providing a sound general education foundation, the University offers
an undergraduate liberal arts curriculum, pre-professional and professional programs, and
opportunities for graduate study in selected fields. The University is committed to offering programs
which provide opportunities for service. Students who can benefit from the academic programs and
student services at the University are recruited primarily from Mississippi and other southeastern states.

Blue Mountain Christian University is committed to excellence and creativity in teaching and learning.
With a faculty and staff who share a common bond of Christian faith and with all of the departments
functioning in close proximity to each other, continuity exists among the various programs. Each
student is encouraged to grow as an individual, to adjust to his/her own uniqueness, and to take
advantage of opportunities for service.

Goal Statements of Blue Mountain Christian University

Academic Excellence

Blue Mountain Christian University will strive for excellence by employing qualified faculty, staff, and
administrators; recruiting students who can benefit from the university experience; providing a
productive learning environment that motivates students to excel by stimulating intellectual curiosity
and independent thinking; and promoting scholarship, service, and cultural activities that advance
knowledge.

Curriculum

The curriculum will prepare students for a lifetime of learning and instill basic skills, knowledge, and
attitudes necessary for personal development and reasoned responses to a changing world. These
goals will be accomplished through study in general education, specialized fields of undergraduate and
graduate study, and related educational experiences.

Image and Target Market

Blue Mountain Christian University will enhance its image as a Christian liberal arts university for
students who wish to reach their God-given potential. The University will target prospective students
(particularly those who are actively involved in Baptist churches) who have a commitment to
scholarship, servant leadership, and service in church and community.



Faculty and Staff

Blue Mountain Christian University will employ and retain Christian faculty dedicated to teaching and
advising and to improving themselves through professional development opportunities and staff and
administrators who support these efforts. Service to the University and the greater community will
characterize all those who work at the University. To the extent possible, the University will provide
compensation and benefits which compare favorably with regional universities of similar size and
mission and each individual’s level of accomplishment. The University will support professional
development for all personnel.

Student Development and Services

Blue Mountain Christian University will provide opportunities for personal growth and development of
the individual student. The University will offer personal, career, and academic advising; lectures,
programs, and activities; and student organizations.

Christian Setting

Blue Mountain Christian University will manifest Christian principles through its policies for students,
faculty, staff, and administrators; through its promotion of a climate embracing personal attention and
respect; and through the encouragement of the development of Christian relationships among
students, faculty, staff, and administrators.

Convention/Church

Blue Mountain Christian University will maintain strong ties with the Mississippi Baptist Convention and
Baptist churches. Consistent with its mission and resources, the University will provide cultural, spiritual,
and/or recreational activities for constituents within its service area.

Alumni

In order to strengthen ties to their alma mater and to encourage their interest and investment in the
institution, Blue Mountain Christian University will communicate effectively with its alumni and serve
them in meaningful ways.

Fiscal Affairs and Fund Raising

Blue Mountain Christian University will secure and manage the resources necessary to provide for its
academic programs and essential support services. While maintaining a sound financial base, the
University will offer an affordable education for the greatest number of its applicants and remain
competitive with peer institutions’ costs. The University will enhance its fund-raising efforts, expand its
endowment, carefully manage its facilities, and follow a master plan for capital improvements.

The mission and goals of Blue Mountain Christian University will be carried out through the strategic
planning process and reflected in the policies and procedures of the University as adopted by the Board
of Trustees.

Denominational Affiliation

Blue Mountain Christian University has been denominationally affiliated with Southern Baptists in
Mississippi through the Mississippi Baptist Convention since 1920. It is an affiliation and a tie that the
institution and the Board of Trustees value, and it is evident that large numbers of Baptists in the state
are interested in the ideals and practices of Blue Mountain Christian University and keep in touch with
its work.



Much has been spoken and written about what it means to be a denominational or church-related
institution, and opinion obviously varies widely among denominations and institutions. Perhaps
because Baptists are not primarily a creedal people, there is no single document that states definitely
and exclusively all that Baptists believe about Christian education. Included in this Policy for reference
purposes are two excerpts from Southern Baptist organizations concerning education.

Southern Baptist Convention Statement on Education

The section of The Baptist Faith and Message that deals with Christian Education is Section XII:
Education.

Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus Christ abide all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. All sound learning is, therefore, a part of our Christian heritage. The new
birth opens all human faculties and creates a thirst for knowledge. Moreover, the cause of education
in the Kingdom of Christ is co-ordinate with the causes of missions and general benevolence, and
should receive along with these the liberal support of the churches. Anadequate system of Christian
education is necessary to a complete spiritual program for Christ’s people.

In Christian education there should be a proper balance between academic freedom and academic
responsibility. Freedom in any orderly relationship of human life is always limited and never absolute.
The freedom of a teacher in a Christian school, college, or seminary is limited by the pre-eminence of
Jesus Christ, by the authoritative nature of the Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for which the
school exists.

Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 32:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job 28.28; Psalms 19:7 ff; 119:11;
Proverbs 3:13ff: 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14: Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2, 7:24 ff; 28:19-20; Luke
2:40; | Corinthians 1:18-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:9; Colossians 2:3,8-9; | Timothy
1:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12 to 6:3; James 1.5; 3:17



